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Introduction

TradeMark East Africa works closely with O' Lamunn®
Government and Private Sector partners across ENi®

the region. The following is a weekly compilation Eii;):?f:fms
of the dynamic situation on the ground due to the
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https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html
https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/
https://africacdc.org/covid-19/
https://www.stopcoronavirusrdc.info/
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Situation Overview

1.1 The truck back-ups that have heavily affected the region over the last couple of months have greatly diminished due to progress on
agreed protocols. As governments and citizens continue to learn how to balance lockdowns versus implementing appropriate precautionary
measures, TMEA will continue to implement the Safe Trade Emergency Facility to boost border capacity for testing and information-sharing.
Economies will continue to adapt to the “new normal” and operate as smoothly as possible. TMEA, in contact with many partners, including
East Africa Business Council, observes that the private sector is no longer complaining about delays at the border, but rather are adjusting to

the new reality.

Country and Regional Updates

¢ Burundi launched a campaign of mass screening for Covid-19 on Monday, indicating that the new president is changing policies to more
assertively combat the spread of the disease.

¢ Food shortage looms as DRC border remains closed.

e TMEA had a fruitful initial discussion with Kenya Airways Group CEO, Head of Cargo and Commercial Cargo Director. KQ is looking to
expand its cargo operations from the current 10% due to heavy projected falls in passenger volumes (projected at 50%). Initial areas of
collaboration include Liberalisation of EAC skies with a focus on freight, ICT for Trade —digitisation and simplification of air freight customs
clearance and infrastructure. EABC is scheduled to have a webinar of EAC’s Aviation sector next week.

e Local air transport will resume on 15th July and International air transport on 1st August, subject to compliance with Covid-19 healthy and
safety protocols.

e Horticulture shrugs off Covid-19 to earn Kenya Sh72bn (USD 672m) in five months.

e Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) will resume services on July 13th the government has said.

e The government will remove roadblocks and increase the number of Covid-19 testing centres to facilitate faster movement of goods from
the port of Mombasa.

e Cargo volumes remain low at Mombasa port.
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Ksh. 72 billion

Horticulture earnings in Kenya
over the last 5 months despite the
Covid-19 pandemic



https://africa.cgtn.com/2020/07/07/burundi-buckles-down-on-covid-19-fight-begins-screening/
https://globalpressjournal.com/africa/democratic-republic-of-congo/food-shortage-looms-drc-border-remains-closed/
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/business/horticulture-earns-kenya-sh72bn-in-five-months-1446710
https://nairobinews.nation.co.ke/hustle/sgr-roars-back-to-business-coming-monday
https://www.nation.co.ke/kenya/news/covid-19-roadblocks-to-be-removed-to-facilitate-travel-1444794
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/business/cargo-volumes-remain-low-at-mombasa-port-1447034
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e The annual Agricultural, Commercial and Industrial Fair of Mozambique (FACIM), the largest trade fair in the country, has been cancelled
due to Covid-19.

e Airports will reopen for scheduled commercial flights on 1 August 2020.
e Tea exporters in Rwanda are reeling as prices drop to an all-time low of below $2 per kilogramme on the international market, due to low

demand and oversupply amid Covid-19.
e Reprieve for Rwandan importers as cargo is allowed to leave Dar es Salaam port.

e Traffic flow of inbound trucks at Nimule have been high, but manageable as the border has not recently closed and there have been no new /
COVID-19 related requirement/restrictions. However, a recurring 3-km long queue for returning trucks to Uganda and beyond was observed.

e The number of trucks expecting to exit at the Elegu border has significantly increased at the parking yard, including empty trucks. Drivers
for empty trucks are waiting for their COVID-19 results prior to departure.

e Swissport lowers profit projections over Covid-19 crisis.

Recurring queue fro returning trucks

to Uganda from South Sudan during
the Covid-19 pandemic



https://clubofmozambique.com/news/covid-19-largest-trade-fair-in-mozambique-cancels-2020-edition-164716/
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/tea/business/rwanda-tea-exporters-reel-under-low-prices-1447030
https://allafrica.com/stories/202007060307.html
https://www.thecitizen.co.tz/news/-Swissport-lowers-profit-projections-over-Covid-19-crisis/1840340-5589170-kta5cp/index.html

